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The woman laughed and went to the well to draw some
water. Then she cooked the food, set a piece of mutton on
the table and asked him to have some. "I have just had
something," he said. "Eat it all yourself." The woman ate
the food alone. She cleared the table and told him to go and
buy some clothes. Ch'ang Chih-chieh took some silver and
went down the stregt. He went to several shops before he found
what he wanted. He bought a black silk gown for his wife,
a green silk skirt, a blue jacket and a white silk skirt, five
pieces in all. For himself he bought a goose-yellow coat and a
clove-coloured gown. All this, with a few other things, cost
him five taels and six ch'iens.

"The things are not a bargain, but they are worth the
money," hisewife said. She put the clothes into a chest and
decided to go and buy furniture the next day. She was
thoroughly delighted and all her grumblings vanished in the
Eastern Ocean.

When Ch'ang Chih-chieh had gone, Hsi-mSn Ch'ing and
Ying Po-chueh still sat ip the great hall. "Though I am only
a military officer," Hsi-mSn said, "I have a fairly important
position. I have made a number of friends in the Capital
and I am in close relation with the Imperial Tutor. Letters
pour in upon me like a stream. I am too busy to attend to my
own correspondence and* I must find a scholar who can save
me the trouble. Unfortunately I don't know any genuinely
learned man. If you do, please say so."

"You have set me a very difficult problem," Po-chtieh said.
"We want a learned man, but he must be honest. He must be
a man easy to get on with yet one who does not talk too much.
We must have someone who can keep his own counsel. And
we don't want a man who is a profound scholar in deceit and
cunning and a fool at everything else. I have a friend who is
a graduate. He has, it is true, several times failed to pass
the final examination, but he is a learned man and will stand
comparison with P'an and Ssti-ma.1 He is a follower of
Confucius. He and I have been good friends for ages. So far
as I remember, ten years ago he went in for the examination
and the examiners spoke very highly of his work. Unfortun-
1 P'an Ku and Ssu-ma Ch'ien.